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384 Reviews of Books 

The Old New York Frontier: Its Wars with Indians and Tories, its 
Missionary Schools, Pioneers and Land Titles, 16 14-1800. By 
Francis Whiting Halsev. (New York : Charles Scribner's 
Sons. 1 90 1. Pp. xiii, 413.) 

To students and general readers interested in the local history of New 
York, Mr. Halsey's The Old New York Frontier is a very welcome vol- 
ume. The author evidently inherited his task, for he tells us that his 
interest in the events described in the book began while he was prepar- 
ing to republish the reminiscences of his father, who had settled in Una- 
dilla in 1840. Born and brought up in Unadilla, Mr. Halsey brings to 
his subject that personal interest and enthusiasm arising from perfect 
familiarity with the localities whose historic beginnings he has described. 
The book is essentially a local history and its real contribution to histori- 
cal knowledge is, of course, along the line of local and not general 
American history. It is true the author discusses many events of a wider 
importance ; the battle of Oriskany, the Sullivan expedition, the Iro- 
quois, are subjects that appeal to the student of the general history of 
America and that possess an importance extending far beyond the 
boundaries of the state of New York. But it is not in the discussion of 
these more general topics that the real value of the book lies ; the chap- 
ters that deal with purely local affairs are the most original and valuable. 
The author takes a keen interest in these local events and discusses them 
in an entertaining style that is rarely attained by the writer on local his- 
tory. Mr. Halsey informs us that he has gathered still more material 
relating to the history of the Susquehanna country and it is to be hoped 
that he may some day complete the story of the Susquehanna settlements. 
The first chapters of the work deal with the Indians that lived in the 
region of the upper Susquehanna. A large portion of the book is a his- 
tory of the Susquehanna region during the Revolutionary conflict. The 
investigations of Mr. Halsey tend to confirm the conclusions of earlier 
writers that the atrocities of the border conflicts are not to be laid at the 
door of Joseph Brant, but that the Butlers and the Tories were more 
cruel and revengeful than the savages themselves. On the whole, the 
author shows a commendable calmness and impartiality in discussing the 
border warfare in New York. The concluding chapters of the book pre- 
sent an account of the Susquehanna country from the end of the Revolu- 
tion to the commencement of the nineteenth century. The desolated 
Susquehanna settlements were repeopled to a large extent by settlers from 
New England, especially from Connecticut. 

A few criticisms may be noted. The title of the book is perhaps 
somewhat misleading. It is certainly not the entire frontier of New York 
whose history Mr. Halsey attempts to trace. "The Old New York 
Frontier " may be an attractive title, but the Susquehanna Frontier would 
have been a title more accurately describing the contents of the book. 
The author helps to perpetuate the notion that Hudson was a Dutchman 
by calling him " Hendrick " (p. 6 ). He waxes perhaps too enthusiastic 
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over the Iroquois who he believes gave birth to self-government in 
America and " effected a union of States.'' Whether the term "States " 
may be applied to the tribal system of the New York Indians is at least 
questionable. While Mr. Halsey has drawn to some extent upon W. W. 
Campbell and to a greater extent upon W. L. Stone for his facts, he has 
also added considerable new material. Although not a piece of scien- 
tific historical writing in the sense that authorities are carefully indicated 
in footnotes, it is apparent that the book is the result of painstaking in- 
vestigation. An excellent bibliography of printed and manuscript 
material relating to the Susquehanna frontier completes the volume. 

C. H. Rammei.kamp. 

A Historical Geography of the British Colonics. By C. P. Lucas. 
Vol. V., Canada. Fart I. (London and New York : Henry 
Frovvde. 190 1. Pp. 370.) 

Dean Stanley, in the preface of his interesting work, Sinai and 
Palestine, has pointed out the connection between history and geography. 
He says : (1) An insight into the geographical features of any country 
may elucidate the general character of a nation to which it has furnished 
a home. (2 ) The geographical situation of a country may have influence 
upon the forms and expressions of its poetry, its philosophy and its wor- 
ship. (3) The connection between history and geography is seen in the 
explanation of the events that have occurred in any locality, as, for exam- 
ple, between a battle and a battle-field, a campaign and the seat of war. 
The method of the historian seeking as a geographer to elucidate history 
may evidently be followed with much profit. The question arises, does 
the present work fairly deserve the title of an historical geography ? No 
doubt the first sixty and the last twenty pages of the work — about one- 
quarter of the whole — do pay some attention to the relation of the topog- 
raphy to the events being described, yet the remainder of the book is 
very much after the model of our ordinary Canadian histories. 

In one respect it falls short of these histories. The history of French 
Canada is admittedly the most difficult portion of Canadian history to 
treat, and the most barren of results to the painstaking historian. No 
work on this period has yet equalled that of Garneau, written in the French 
language. He succeeded in giving a fair picture of the social and polit- 
ical history of New France. The present work on historical geography 
has completely ignored these phases of the subject and has paid chief 
attention to the exploration of the water system of New France, and to 
the wars of the two rivals in the New World — England and France. So 
much is the latter feature prominent, that the work might fairly be classed 
as what the school of Green would call "a drum and trumpet history." 
But while this is true, yet the work is a very interesting treatment of the 
history of Canada up to the time of the conquest of 1759. 

The writer has a clear and epigrammatic style, much facility of expres- 
sion, and the happy faculty of illustrating the points of Canadian his- 



